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The Importance of Setting in Pieces of April
The movie Pieces of April, written and directed by Peter Hedges, focuses on the rebellious daughter of a typical Northern American family. The movie follows a young adult named April Burns, who is living on her own in a run-down apartment building in the ghetto part of Manhattan, New York. She also lives with her boyfriend Bobby. The setting of the movie is late November, and the day is Thanksgiving. This holiday impacts the characters of this movie as they learn to sacrifice and share themselves, even if they are in an uncomfortable place.
In the opening scene of the movie, it is apparent that April is not living in the best of places. Her apartment is not up kept as her bed does not have many sheets, clean ones at that, the paint on the walls is discolored, and the furnishings are minimal. Through the windows, police sirens are heard, indicating that the area is unsafe and probably has a high crime rate. In the kitchen, the appliances are outdated, the oven is used to hide money and valuables, and the refrigerator barely stores any food. Living like this is hard for April, and far from luxurious.
To celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday, April invites her estranged family to eat Thanksgiving dinner at her apartment. However, April’s family has not seen her or her apartment since she moved out of the family home over 6 months ago. This is because she has moved at least 5 hours away from them. Therefore this makes visiting her a difficult task, as it requires a long day of driving. This is important to the setting because April wants to be far away from her family, and not very accessible.
While preparing the holiday meal, April learns that her oven is broken, but does not accept this as the fate for her feast. Determined to cook the Turkey, April seeks help from her neighbors, who are all strangers to her.
While all of this is going on at April’s apartment building, the rest of her family has been traveling in a car for many hours, on quiet country New York roads. When the Burns family arrives at April’s apartment building, they are shocked and frightened by how rough and congested the area is. They do not even believe that they are at the right place and completely dismiss her apartment building as the wrong location. As they run into Bobby, they do not believe that he is April’s boyfriend, but a delinquent black man who has been into some trouble. Scared, the family drives off without seeing April. It is important to point out that April’s family are quick to judge her place by just the exterior appearance of the apartment, without even stepping inside the building.

After leaving the downtown area, the family decides to stop at a road-side restaurant to eat Thanksgiving dinner, which is an untraditional Holiday setting. While ordering dinner, April’s mother and younger brother Timmy, have a change of heart, and decide to go back to April’s apartment. When they arrive, they are welcomed by many of April’s newly befriended neighbors. The family is heart warmed, and surprised to find out that April has done well with herself, in addition to preparing a delicious Thanksgiving feast. When the family is completely reunited, they take a family portrait of this very grateful day. In the end, when April is with her entire family, she is no longer in pieces, but complete.
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